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I n January 2012, Tuareg rebels joined the National Movement for 

the Liberation of Azawad (MNLA) and rose up in arms against 

the central power in Bamako, demanding the secession of the 

Azawad region, traditionally recognized only as a cultural entity by 

the Malian government. Within months, the entire Northern part 

of the country (Kidal, Timbuktu and Gao) had succumbed to the 

offensive of rebels and jihadists.  

In March 2012, Captain Sanogo carried out a bloodless coup d'état 

and he assumed the presidency of the country replacing Amadou 

Toumani Touré. Shortly thereafter, on 6 April 2012, the MNLA - 

under the authority of Bilal Ag Acherif - unilaterally declared the 

independence of the Azawad. 

In June 2012, the Islamists took complete control of the Tuareg 

revolt, cruelly imposing Sharia law throughout Northern Mali; 

there were then massive population displacements from the North 

to Southern Mali and other bordering countries. On 9 January 

2013, the jihadists - at that time AQIM, Ansar Dine and MUYAO - 

took the initiative again and, from their Northern strongholds, 

launched a coordinated offensive with Bamako as their target.  

In response to the request for support from the new transitional 

government of Dioncounda Traoré, France deployed in Operation 

Serval. With the support of Malian and Chadian forces, it stopped 

the advance of radical Islamist groups.  

In a few weeks, the international reaction overwhelmed the 

jihadists who, offering little or no resistance, abandoned their 

northern redoubts, camouflaged themselves among the 

population, and either took refuge in their former sanctuaries in 

the Sahara or fleed outside Malian borders. 

 

 

 

MALIAN GOVERNMENT APPLICATION FOR SUPPORT 

 

UN Security Council Resolution 2071 directly called on Regional and 

International organizations, including the EU, to provide coordinated 

assistance, expertise, training and support for the development of 

the Malian Armed and Security Forces in order to restore state 

authority. This purpose was reiterated in the European Parliament 

resolution of 22 November 2012. 

On 24 December 2012, the President of the Republic of Mali sent a 

letter to the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and 

Security Policy  requesting the deployment of a European Union 

military training mission in Mali. 

 

 

 

1. BACKGROUND 

All these events led to the adoption of Council Decision 2013/34/

CFSP on 13 January 2013, which designed the structure and 

objectives of the European Union Training Mission (EUTM) Mali. 

 

Thus, the first European soldiers arrived in Bamako on 8 February 

2013. On 18 February, Council Decision 2013/87/CFSP was 

adopted, launching officially the EUTM Mali, which was 

immediately activated in Brussels. Finally, on 20 February 2013, 

the mission began in Bamako. The Mandate has been extended 

four times, since 18th May 2018 EUTM Mali's fourth Mandate has 

started.  
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2. EUTM MALI CURRENT 4th MANDATE 

3. CONTRIBUTING COUNTRIES 

T he EUTM Mali mission is composed of round about 620 

personnel, military an civilian, from 28 countries 

including 22 EU members and 6 non-member states.  

The EU member countries contributing to EUTM Mali are: 

Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Germany, 

Estonia, Finland, France, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, 

Lithuania, Luxembourg, Latvia, Netherlands, Portugal, 

Romania, Sweden, Slovenia, Spain and United Kingdom. 

The 5 European non-EU countries contributing to EUTM Mali 

are: Georgia, Montenegro, Moldova, Serbia and Albania. In 

addition, one South African company is contracted to 

provide air medivac capacities. 

 

E UTM Mali constitutes the military pillar of the EU strategy in the country, which includes other fields such as political and humanitarian 

development. The fourth Mandate was approved in May 2018. 

EUTM Mali since its beginning is a non-executive mission. EUTM personnel does neither participate in operations nor does it accompany the 

Malian Armed Forces in operations. The objectives of the mission are:  

 To contribute to the improvement of the capabilities of the Malian Armed Forces under the control of the political authorities:  

 Consolidate the improvements achieved since 2013. 

 Contribute to the political stabilisation and improvement of the security situation in Mali through support for the 

implementation of the Algiers Peace Agreement. 

 Support the restoration of state control and the rule of law throughout Mali.  

 Support G5 Sahel, through the consolidation and improvement of the operational capabilities of its Joint Force, strengthening regional 

cooperation to address common security threats, especially terrorism and illegal trafficking, especially of human beings. 

In order to achieve these objectives, EUTM Mali bases its activities on 

4 pillars:  

 Training of Malian Armed Forces  

 Advice at all levels to the Malian Armed Forces  

 Contribution to the improvement of the Military Education 

System, from schools to ministerial level  

 Advice and training to G5 Sahel Joint Force headquarters 
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4. EUTM MALI PREVIOUS MANDATES 

FIRST MANDATE (2013-2014)  

T he First Mandate of EUTM Mali was approved by Council Decision 2013/34/CFSP of 17 January 2013. Article 1 defined the mission, 

which is summarised in the following points: 

 The Union shall conduct a military training mission (EUTM Mali), to provide, in the South of Mali, military and training advice to the 

Malian Armed Forces (MaAF) operating under the control of legitimate civilian authorities, in order to contribute to the restoration of 

their military capacity with a view to enabling them to conduct military operations aiming at restoring Malian territorial integrity and 

reducing the threat posed by terrorist groups. EUTM Mali shall not be involved in combat operations. 

 The objective of EUTM Mali shall be to respond to the operational needs of the MaAF through the provision of: 

 Training support for the benefit of the MaAF 

 Training and advice on command and control, logistical chain and human resources, as well as training on International 

Humanitarian Law, protection of civilians and Human Rights. 

 

SECOND MANDATE (2014-2016)  

T he approval of Council Decision 2014/220/CFSP of 15 April 2014 triggered the Second Mandate of EUTM Mali, without significant 

variations except for its extension until 18 May 2016. 

THIRD MANDATE (2016-2018)  

T he Third Mandate began with the adoption of Council Decision 2016/446/CFSP of 23 March 2016. This new mandate increased the 

mission's sphere of responsibility in 3 key areas:  

 It extended the area of responsibility up to the southern bank of the Niger 

River, including the cities of Timbuktu and Gao. 

 It began support, through decentralised training activities to the Units and 

Headquarters of the Military Regions.  

 It began to support G5 Sahel, in the framework of activities with the Malian 

Armed Forces, improving its interoperability with the rest of the armies that 

make up the G5 Sahel Joint Force. 

Finally, this decision extended the mission until 18 May 2018. 

 

 

 The activities of EUTM Mali shall be conducted in close coordination with other 

actors involved in the support to the MaAF, in particular the United Nations 

(UN) and the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS). 

The document expressly stated the end of the mandate 15 months after the start of 

the mission.  
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5. ORGANISATION 

T he Military Planning and Conduct Capability (MPCC) is the 

permanent and non-deployable structure of command and 

control of the European Union Military Staff that assumes 

leadership of the non-executive military missions, currently 

represented by the training missions (EUTM) in Somalia, the Central 

African Republic and Mali. 

Under this strategic-military level structure is the Mission Force 

Commander (MFCdr) who exercises command over the following 

force structure: 

MISSION FORCE HEADQUARTERS (MFHQ) 

The Headquarters, deployed in Bamako, is the main advisory and consultative component of the MFCdr and on which he relies to exercise 

Command and Control of the EUTM Mali forces. 

ADVISORY TASK FORCE 

(ATF) 

 

ATF, located in Bamako, is the unit 

responsible for advising and training the 

different services of the Ministry of 

Defence, the General Staffs of the armed 

forces and the headquarters of the Army 

and the Air Force. It also provides advice 

and training to the headquarters of the 

G5 Sahel Joint Force, helping to 

consolidate and improve their operational 

capabilities. 

EDUCATIONAL AND TRAINING  

TASK FORCE 

(ETTF) 

This unit, based at Koulikoro Training Camp 

(KTC), provides training to the Units and 

supports training at the Military Education 

Centres with the aim of improving the 

leadership and operational management 

skills of Malian officers and non-

commissioned officers. 

FORCE PROTECTION UNITS 

(FP) 

 

The FP units provide the necessary security 

to the members of EUTM Mali in Bamako, 

Koulikoro, as well as during decentralised 

training and advising activities in temporary 

used sites.  

MEDICAL UNITS (MED) 

EUTM Mali is equipped with medical facilities and medical staff in accordance with European standards which are permanently deployed in 

Bamako and Koulikoro. The ROLE 2 medical site in KTC provides the permanent capability to provide damage control surgery (DCS) to 

stabilize wounded or injured personnel until their evacuation to their own country. It also maintains a deployable DCS facility which is 

utilized on more remote deployments. 
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6. DEPLOYMENT 

BAMAKO 

The capital of Mali hosts the Mission Headquarters (MFHQ) and 

the Advisory Task Force (ATF), a total deployment of about 200 

servicemen and –women. 

 

 

KOULIKORO 

Koulikoro Training Camp (KTC), 60 km north-east of Bamako, is the 

centre of gravity of EUTM Mali's deployment. This Malian army base 

concentrates round about 400 soldiers of the contingent, belonging 

to ETTF and the Force Protection units and national logistical 

support. It also houses the ROLE 2, the main medical treatment 

facility for the entire mission. In addition, KTC also contains an 

important part of the education and training activities carried out by 

EUTM Mali. 

E UTM Mali operates throughout the Military Regions of Ségou, Kati, Kayes, Sévaré and Sikasso, as well as the southern bank of the Niger 

River in the 1st and 5th Military Regions and the municipalities of Gao and Timbuktu. It also includes the G5 Sahel Joint Force 

headquarters sector in Niger, Chad and Mauritania. 

EUTM Mali mission area 
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7. TRAINING, ADVISING & EDUCATING 

COMBINED MOBILE ADVISORY TRAINING TEAM (CMATT) 

A  CMATT is a bespoke team designed with elements of the different EUTM Mali units with the objective of carrying out the activities of 

the mission, in an intensive way, in any of the 7 Military Regions that make up the mission area. For this purpose, it integrates 

personnel specialized in training, education and advice, force protection units, medical support and the necessary logistical support for the 

sustainment of CMATT personnel during the period of deployment. The activities carried out last for a variable period of time, depending 

on the objectives to be achieved. The deployments could vary between 3 and 6 weeks.  

Since its launch in 2016, 15 CMATTs have been conducted in 7 different locations throughout our mission area: 

 CMATT 01 - Ségou - 11 June - 15 July 2016  

 CMATT 02 - Kati - 24 October - 16 December 2016  

 CMATT 03 - Ségou - 13 February - 28 April 2017  

 CMATT 04 - Gao - 17 February - 13 March 2017  

 CMATT 05 - Sikasso - 22 May - 21 June 2017  

 CMATT 06 - Gao - 25 July - 23 August 2017  

 CMATT 07 - Timbuktu - 29 August - 18 September 2017  

 CMATT 08 - Kayes - 25 October - 17 November 2017  

 CMATT 09 - Sévaré - 26 November - 22 December 2017  

 CMATT 10 - Sikasso - 22 January - 03 March 2018  

 CMATT 11 - Kati - 03 April - 27 April 2018  

 CMATT 12 - Ségou - 04 June - 06 July 2018  

 CMATT 13 - Gao - 13 August - 31 August 2018 

 CMATT 14 - Kayes - 17 September - 19 October 2018 

 CMATT 15 - Timbuktu - 3 November - 23 November 2018 

 

T he accomplishment of the mission objectives is achieved 

through a set of activities and courses executed by EUTM Mali 

that can be divided into 3 branches: training, education and advice. 

This holistic approach aims to increase the capabilities of the 

Malian Armed Forces from a strategic, operational and tactical 

perspective. 

 

The different courses and activities are delivered and led by 

specialised teams composed mainly of members of ETTF ( training 

and education) and ATF ( education and advice). The range of 

activities is wide and of varied duration depending on the 

objectives to be achieved: from intensive one-week activities to the 

monitoring of multiannual plans at strategic level. 

 

The activities are either carried out centrally at Koulikoro Training 

Camp (KTC), or directly at the bases, schools or institutions of the 

Malian Armed Forces, as well as National Guard and G5 Sahel 

Soldiers. In addition, since the approval of the Third Mandate, 

which ordered the implementation of decentralized activities in the 

Military Regions within the mission area, activities also reached 

military bases in Sévaré Gao, Kayes or Timbuktu.  

 

Respect for human rights has been one of EUTM Mali's concerns 

since the start of the mission in 2013. During the Fourth Mandate, 

training activity in this field has been enlarged significantly. Lessons 

on International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights are part of 

every training EUTM Mali is conducting In November 2018 the 

“Train the Trainers Course” was conducted. 27 attendees of the 

Malian Armed Forces successfully passed the course in order to  

train IHL and HR in their units.  
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8. TRAINING ACTIVITY 

T raining is the primary task of military units while they are not deployed in operations. The measure of a unit's capabilities is its level of 

training.  

For this reason, EUTM Mali provides:  

 Generic training courses for units of the Malian army, as well as National Guard and G5 Sahel personnel assigned to the main 

Headquarters (HQ) and Sector HQs, which enable them to perform their usual duties. 

 Specific training courses on an individual basis that provide trainees with the necessary skills to perform a particular role or task. 

Among all the training courses and activities offered by EUTM Mali, the following are of particular importance: 

Élément Tactique InterArmée - ETIA 

This course is designed to train tactical sub-units (between 20 and 

150 people) to execute the full spectrum of operations. This 

includes:  

 Command and control in tactical subgroup units  

 Execution of infantry fighting procedures at platoon level  

 Logistical support at tactical subgroup level 

Fusiliers Commando 

(FUSCO) 

This course is designed for a unit of 50-75 

Air Force soldiers to enable them to execute 

the defence of an air base complex. It 

includes contents such as planning and 

execution of the defence of an air base, 

acting as a Quick Reaction Force or basic 

shooting instruction. 

 

Tactical Air Controller Party 

(TACP) 

This course is specially designed for 

officers and non-commissioned officers 

and enables them to plan and conduct 

different types of Close Air Support (CAS). 

There are 3 levels: Basic, Refresher and 

Instructor. It includes contents such as 

individual instruction, first aid, topography, 

CIED or signals. 

BASIC MILITARY SEARCH 

(BMS) 

This course is intended for officers, non-

commissioned officers and troops and 

provides the necessary training in CIED 

techniques and procedures and explosives 

technical knowledge. There are 3 types of 

BMS courses: Basic, Specific for Engineers 

and Instructor.  
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9. ADVISORY ACTIVITY 

E UTM Mali, through ATF, provides advice at the strategic and operational level to the Malian Armed Forces authorities, the headquarters 

of the Military Regions and the G5 Sahel Joint Force in order to support both the implementation of structural reforms adapted to their 

needs and the evaluation of the development of the reform. 

The French-speaking military advisors share their expertise with their Malian counterparts in fields such as human resources management, 

logistics, intelligence, operations, information systems, finance and planning. The following activities are representative of the advisory 

activity provided by EUTM Mali: 

ACTION PLAN 2020-2024 DEVELOPMENT 

ATF advisors are supporting the drafting of this document which sets out the objectives of the Ministry of Defence (MINDAC) in terms of 

operational capabilities for the period 2020-2024. This document has a dual objective: it prioritizes the needs and justifies the economic 

resources that will ultimately be required by the LOPM and, secondly, it reviews the framework of competencies of each of the different 

subdirectorates of MINDAC in the 2020-2024 period. 

 

The EU is the main international partner of 

the G5 Sahel (G5S), providing political and 

institutional support and supporting the 

development of the military capabilities of 

the G5S Joint Force. In this framework, 

EUTM Mali and especially the G5S cell of 

ATF, provides strategic advice, military 

training at tactical and operational level and 

constitutes the main receptor of G5S Joint 

Force requests to the EU. 

DEVELOPMENT OF LOI DE ORIENTATION ET PROGRAMMATION MILITAIRE 

As part of its financial advisory activity, EUTM Mali advises the MINDAC (Ministère de la Défense 

et des anciens Combatants) authorities on the implementation of LOPM 2014-2019, which is the 

fundamental rule for the distribution of economic resources at ministerial level. It also 

participates in the development and implementation of financial monitoring and control tools, in 

the drafting of legislation and, finally, in the preparation of the LOPM 2020-2024. 

CBSD projects, implemented in 

coordination with other actors, enable the 

Malian Armed Forces to develop new 

operational capabilities in a short period of 

time. One example is the rehabilitation of 

Mopti-Sévaré airport. EUTM provides its 

expertise to MINUSMA and EUCAP for the 

improvement of the airport security 

infrastructure and collaborates in the 

management of the project as a whole. 

The C2OPS system is an operational 

command and control management system 

for the Malian Armed Forces that will 

connect all the Operations Centres of the 

Military Regions with the Headquarters in 

Bamako. This project deploys CIS means 

(such as the information system, video-

conferencing, etc.) allowing the Malian 

Armed Forces to have real-time control of 

the battle space. SILOG is the equivalent 

for logistic purpose.  

C2OPS and SILOG  

SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT 
CBSD PROJECTS  G5 SAHEL Joint Force 

DOCTRINE 

ATF is writing and revising a lot of manuals and mementos in the benefit of and in close cooperation with the Malian doctrine 

directorate (CID). Topics such as IHL (International Humanitarian Law), GTIA (Groupement Tactiques Inter-Armées), C-IED 

(Counter Improvised Explosive Device) or leadership are precisely developed by the cell in charge.  
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10. EDUCATION ACTIVITY 

T he ability of an armed force to train its own personnel is a critical element for its effectiveness and autonomy. For this reason, EUTM 

Mali intends to support the Malian Armed Forces in the development of their professional military education system at all levels, from 

ministerial level, through the advice of ATF cells, to the level of military schools, where the ETTF teams operate.  

In this way, EUTM Mali staff complement the Malian educational system, in those fields which are necessary. This support is mainly 

materialised through the following actions: 

 ATF provides advice and support to the Malian Armed Forces for the generation of their own doctrinal body adapted to their needs. 

 ETTF directly provides training, education and support to instructors of the Malian Armed Forces in educational establishments. 

 ETTF provides educational courses to the Malian Armed Forces, taught by ETTF instructors. A sample of the variety of courses taught by 

EUTM is as follows: 

TRAIN THE TRAINERS 

(TTT) 

The objective of this course is to improve the ability of Malian 

commanders to instruct and train their soldiers and units during the 

preparation cycles. At the end of the course, they achieve new 

methodological and pedagogical techniques for the instruction of 

basic military skills and the handling of weapons.  

COMPANY COMMANDER COURSE  

(CCC) 

This 17-week course is oriented towards the training of current and 

future company leaders of the Malian army. It is considered one of 

the basic pillars of the training provided by EUTM. It trains the 

trainees in company-type unit command, tactics, leadership, IHL, 

Human Rights or prevention of sexual violence in conflicts. 
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11. MISSION FORCE COMMANDER 

General Mirow is the eleventh commander of the EUTM Mali force. His predecessors were: 

 Brigadier General Francois Lacointre (France) - January 2013 - August 2013 

 Brigadier General Bruno Guibert (France) - August 2013 - April 2014 

 Brigadier General Marc Rudkiewicz - April 2014 - October 2014 

 Brigadier General Alfonso García-Vaquero (Spain) - October 2014 - July 2015 

 Brigadier General Franz Xaver Pfrengle (Germany) - July 2015 - December 2015 

 Brigadier General Werner Albl (Germany) - December 2015 - July 2016 

 Brigadier General Eric Harvent (Belgium) - July 2016 - December 2016 

 Brigadier General Peter Devogelaere (Belgium) - December 2016 - July 2017 

 Brigadier General Bart Laurent (Belgium) - July 2017 - January 2018 

 Brigadier General Enrique Millán Martínez (Spain) - January 2018 - November 2018 

Brigadier Peter Mirow 

 1987   Joined the Bundeswehr as infantry officer cadet 

 1987-1990   Infantry Bataillon 67 Breitenburg (Schleswig-Holstein) 

 1990-1994   Studies of Historical Sciences, University of Bundeswehr Hamburg 

 1994-1998   Platoon Leader / Commander 4th Company/JgBtl 292, 

    Donaueschingen (Baden-Württemberg) 

 1998-2000   Instructing Officer Infantry School, Hammelburg (Bavaria) 

 2000-2002   General Command and Staff Course, Führungsakademie der Bundeswehr, 

    Hamburg 

2002-2003   Collège Interarmées de Défense, Paris 

2004-2005   G3op officer, KdoOpFü, Ulm 

2005-2008   Staff Officer Federal Armed Forces Personnel Office, Cologne 

2008-2010   Assistant Branch Chief MoD Army Staff III 1, Bonn 

2010-2012   Commander JgBtl 292, Donaueschingen (Baden-Württemberg) 

2012-2013   Assistant Branch Chief MoD Pol I 1, Berlin 

2013-2014   Chief Operations Control Group Afghanistan, Bundeswehr  

   Joint Operations Command, Potsdam 

2014-2016   MoD ChOD office, Branch Chief Central Affairs, Berlin 

Since Nov 2016   Director Planning, German Army Headquarters, Strausberg 

Decorations:   Gold Cross of Honour of the Bundeswehr 

   Service Medal for Peacekeeping (HUN) 

   L’Ordre National du Mérite (FRA) 

   Service Medals IFOR, SFOR, UNOMIG, ISAF 
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12. KEY DATA 

20 January 2018: Official inauguration of the new Joint Operational Centre of the Armed Forces of Mali. 

19 May 2018: Beginning of Fourth Mandate. 

15 July 2018: Implementation of the new International Humanitarian Law strategy. 

30 August 2018: Inauguration of the Centre de Coordination des Operations Aériennes (CCOA). 

17 September - 19 October: CMATT 14 Kayes. 

13 November – 30 November: G5 Sahel PCIAT and sectors command post staff course. 

3 November - 23 November: CMATT 15 Timbuktu. 
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25 September 2017: first G5 Sahel Staff Course. 

19 May 2016: Beginning of the Third Mandate. 

11 June - 15 July 2016: CMATT 1 - Segou. 

18 July 2016: First G5 SAHEL liaison officers course. 

7 April 2015: Training of the first cadets at the Military Academy. 

18 May 2014: Beginning of the Second Mandate. 

06 August 2014: First General Staff course. 

01 September 2014: First Company Commanders Course (CCC). 

17 January 2013: Foundation of EUTM Mali and designation of Brigadier General Lecointre as MFCdr. 

8 February 2013: Arrival of the first EUTM Mali soldiers. 

18 February 2013: Official start of EUTM Mali in Brussels. 

23 February 2013: Arrival of the infantry trainers. 

24 December 2012: Official request for support from the President of the Republic of Mali to the European Union 
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13. EUTM MALI IN FIGURES (EXCERPT) 

620 

28 CONTRIBUTING COUNTRIES 

≈60M€  

≈13.000 

15 

8 

7 

4th MANDATE BUDGET 

MALIAN MILITARY TRAINED 

CMATTs 

GTIA TRAINED 

COMPANY COMMANDER COURSES 

EUROPEAN MILITARY PERSONNEL 
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WWW.EUTMMALI.EU/EN 

EUTM MALI PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE 

+223 79 99 72 19 

Mhq.pao@eutmmali.eu 

facebook.com/eutmmali instagram.com/eutm_mali youtube.com twitter.com/eutmmali1 

CONTACT US 
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